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JORDAN SIGNS ALESI

Frenchman returns to race in Jordan yellow 12 years after his

F3000 victory with Eddie Jordan Racing

Jordan Grand Prix today (Wednesday 8th August) announced that Jean Alesi will race for Benson and Hedges Jordan Honda for the remainder of the 2001 season, starting at the Hungarian Grand Prix on Sunday 19th August. With the contract between Alesi and Prost dissolved by mutual agreement, Alesi is free to return to race in yellow Jordan overalls, rejoining his former Irish boss as well as four Jordan mechanics, twelve years after winning the 1989 F3000 Championship for Eddie Jordan Racing.

“I am delighted that Jean is joining us again,” said Jordan’s Chief Executive, Eddie Jordan, on confirmation of his new signing. “His experience will be invaluable to us, but equally important will be his energy and enthusiasm. He is a great motivator and will drive the Jordan Honda EJ11 with real fire in his belly. With Jean alongside Jarno (Trulli), Jordan now has a charismatic and vibrant pairing which we hope will be transferred into powerful results on track.”

Jean Alesi commented, “I am overjoyed by this development in my career. Eddie launched me into Formula One, so to return to race for him after all this time is something very special. Although I will not be able to test the car before racing in Hungary, I feel so motivated that I don't believe this will be a problem. I am very excited.”

Ricardo Zonta, who raced for Jordan in Hockenheim (and earlier this year in Canada) will resume testing duties for Benson and Hedges Jordan Honda in his role as the team’s third driver.

- Ends -

For further information please visit www.f1jordan.com
High resolution images are available to media for editorial use only from www.sutton-images.com/jordan, username: jordan_press, password: EJ11.

For further information, please contact the Jordan Grand Prix Press Office on +44 (0)1327 850800 or contact Giselle Davies, Head of Corporate Communications on Esat Digifone mobile +353 (0)868 203040 or Fiona Cole, Press Officer on Esat Digifone mobile +353 (0)866 007000.

CONT…..

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ON JORDAN’S SIGNING OF JEAN ALESI

WHEN DID JORDAN FIRST BEGIN TALKS WITH ALESI?

Quote from Eddie Jordan. “There has not been a year which goes by when Jean does not come to talk to me about driving for Jordan,” said Eddie Jordan. “We are old friends, so this is normal. But we only struck this deal once Jean was free to join Jordan. Alain Prost and I are also very good friends and it is important to make clear that there is absolutely no animosity over the course of events which have lead to Jean joining Jordan.”

WAS FRENTZEN SACKED TO PUT ALESI IN THE CAR?

Absolutely not. The two events are not linked.

IS JORDAN IN LITIGATION WITH PROST OVER THIS ISSUE?

No. Alesi’s contract with Prost had been terminated, which is why he was free to join Jordan.

WHY HAS ALESI BEEN THE DRIVER CHOSEN TO JOIN JORDAN?

Alesi brings valuable experience to the team as well as commitment and energy.

WHAT IS THE SITUATION WITH ZONTA?

Quote from Eddie Jordan, “Ricardo did a superb job standing in when he was needed, both in Canada and Hockenheim, but he will now continue with testing duties for the team.”

HAS ALESI SIGNED A CONTRACT FOR 2001 ONLY, OR WILL HE RACE FOR JORDAN IN 2002?

Quote from Eddie Jordan. “What is important to see is how things go for both parties over the remaining races of 2001, and then we will talk about next year.” 

WILL ALESI TEST THE CAR BEFORE RACING IN HUNGARY?

The FIA test ban means Alesi will not test the car before Hungary.
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